
Looking  Back at the Blough 

in Different Days 
 

In her sixth decade  of nautical life, the M/V Roger Blough sits at the Pittsburgh & 

Conneaut Dock waiting for her final trip.  Fifty years ago in 1972, after a start as rocky 

as the Lake Superior coast, she began her long career on the Great Lakes. The Ameri-

can Shipbuilding Company of Lorain, Ohio built the MV Roger Blough, a self-

unloader, for the United States Steel Great Lakes Fleet in Duluth, Minnesota. The 

Blough cost approximately twenty million dollars to build. Its construction, launching, 

and christing covered at least a three-year span and cost four lives before she was offi-

cially launched on June 5, 1972. She enjoyed a full and varied career until she suffered 

another fire in layup on February 1, 2021. In 2022 she awaits her final trip across Lake 

Erie to be scrapped in Canada. 
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In her first visit to the Pittsburgh & Conneaut Dock Company, Joseph Neil 

Rolfson Jr.,  Captain of the U.S. Steel super ore carrier, M/V Roger Bough, 

was presented with a plaque commemorating the event  by C.H. McGuirk, 

Vice-President and  General Superintendent of the Dock Company. 





The largest vessel ever built completely on the Great Lakes, the Blough made its maiden 

trip to Conneaut on Tuesday, November 21, 1972, with 47,000 tons of iron ore pellets 

from Two Harbors, Minnesota.  The Blough’s visit was the first in a series designed to 

test the stocking phase of the Pittsburgh & Conneaut Dock Company’s new ore storage 

and materials handling system now under construction. Completion date of the facility is 

scheduled for sometime in March of 1973.  

Named in honor of Roger M. Blough who served as  U.S. Steel’s Chairman of the Board 

from 1955-1960, the Roger Blough is built on a grand scale. It is 858 feet long and 105 

feet wide. If placed on its stern, the Blough would reach 17 feet above the 841-foot 

height of United States Steel’s 64-story headquarters building in Pittsburgh.  

Captain Joseph N. Rolfson, Jr. is a third generation U.S. Steel master and former skipper 

of the M/V Callaway. Two diesel engines power the super ore carrier, providing approxi-

mately 14,000 horse power and making possible speeds of about 16 miles per hour. The 

keel for the ship’s bow section was laid in September 1968. A little over a year later, the 

stern keel was laid. The two sections were joined together in July, 1970. 

In mid-June of this year, following extensive dock and sea trials, the Blough sailed from 

the shipyard in Lorain, Ohio, where she was built, to the iron ore loading docks at Two 

Harbors, Minnesota. Three days out of Two Harbors, the Blough tied up at U.S. Steel’s 

Gary, Indiana works with its initial cargo of more than 46,000 tons of taconite pellets.  
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While the M/V Roger Blough was docked in Conneaut on August10, 1973, Captain Neil 

Rolfson received a group of distinguished passenger guests, including the man for whom his 

vessel is named.  The four couples are shown on deck shortly after, they boarded the vessel. 

Left to right they are; Heath Larry, Vice Chairman, Board of Directors of U.S. Steel; C.H. 

McGuirk, Vice President & General Manager of Pittsburgh& Conneaut Dock who did not ac-

company the group as a passenger; Roger Blough, Retired Chairman Board of Directors of U.S. 

Steel; Mrs. Roger Blough; Neil Rolfson, Captain of M/V Roger Blough; J. Dorrance, Jr, Chair-

man Board of Directors of Campbell Soup; Mrs. J. Dorrance, Jr.; Mrs. Health Larry; Mrs. C.B. 

McCoy; and C.B. McCoy, President of DuPont Corporation. F.A. Bartone, Assistant to General 

Manager of the P & C Dock, was also present with the boarding party, and he is credited with 

photographing the event.  

M/V Roger Blough Hosts Roger Blough & Guests 


